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Box 1 Observations where certaln clalms were found unsearchable {(Gontinuation of [tem 1 of first sheet)

This Internationa) Search Report has not been established in respeact of certain daims under Article 17(2)(2) for e following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: 16-22

becauses they relate to subject matier not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Rule 29.1{iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

2 D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to panis of the International Applicaticn that do not comply with the preseribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningiul International Search can be carfed aut, spacifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box B Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authorlty found multiple inveniions in this international application, as follows:

see additicnal sheet

1. As all renuired additional seasch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Reporl cavers all
searchable clalms.

2. D As all esarchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any addilicnal fee,

3. m As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the appficant, this International Search Report
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This Internatianal Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
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1. Claims: 1-3,6-10,12-15
Rigid annular pledget capable of retaining wound closure
material, to be releasably fixed to the stapling instrument.
2. Claims: 1,4.56
Annutar pledget capable of retaining wound ciosure material
additionally comprising a suppart speke and hub extending
diametrically across the inner wall.
3. Clatms: 1,11

Anmnular pledget capable of retaining wound closure material,
said pledget being made of Steel or Titanium.

10.
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